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At moments like our present one, with all of our problems and 

issues, it is tempting to complain and try to go back to what once was. 
After multiple years of no normalcy, we are homesick for the past. This 
is very understandable. We must always be careful, however, in being 
nostalgic for the past, whether that past is a few years ago before covid, 
a few decades ago, or a few centuries ago. While we can appreciate and 
learn from the past, our only option from God is whether or not to 
engage the present moment. Will we engage or disengage? 

 
Our second Old Testament Reading from the book of Exodus 

tonight starts by saying, “the Lord said to Moses, why are you crying 
out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.” This was, has been, and 
always will be excellent advice from God. Even though the Egyptians 
were coming after them seeking their lives and a sea was before them 
blocking their path, they went forward anyway. As we were told, the 
Lord swept a strong East wind upon it so that they could pass through 
the sea “on dry land, with the water like a wall to their right and to 
their left.” All of this was possible because they stopped crying out to 
the Lord and moved forward. 

 
At Vatican II, the Roman Catholic Church definitely decided to 

engage the present moment. The bishops wrote, humanity “raises 
anxious questions about the current trend of the world, about the 
place and role of man in the universe, about the meaning of its 
individual and collective strivings, and about the ultimate destiny of 



reality and of humanity. Hence, giving witness and voice to the faith of 
the whole people of God gathered together by Christ, this council can 
provide no more eloquent proof of its solidarity with, as well as its 
respect and love for the entire human family with which it is bound up, 
than by engaging with it in conversation about these various problems. 
(Gaudium et Spes, 3) This is not to say that the Catholic Church since 
then hasn’t made mistakes or is always totally right when engaging the 
contemporary world. But it does say we’ve tried to read the signs of 
the times and will keep trying. 

 
The Lord asks us to engage the present moment and move forward. 
 
As the people of God in the present moment, the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ tells us to go forth and to go forward. 
 


